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distant, dangerous and arduous purposes, and most of
the princes and knights, who responded to its appeal
in the great Crusades, had not much hope of attaining
great secular profits. It was for this reason that the
great projects specially prepared and patronized by
the Church were most expensive but least fruitful.
Western Christendom marched to gain victory,
not in the distant plains of Syria, but in Spain and
southern Italy where it struggled with the Muslim
States, and in central Europe where it was constantly
at war with paganism.
This spirit of the Crusades began in Spain about
a century before the Council of Clairmont and the
appeal of the Pope Urban II to the great Crusade* In
fact, religious zeal tinted these wars of Spain from
the beginning with a deep colour of fanaticism* From
tKe time Spanish Christianity was pushed to the
north, and took refuge in the hills of the Pyrenees
and Asturias, it was ablaze with ardour to reconquer
its southern territory from the grasp of Islam. The
northern principalities, whenever menaced by the
Muslims from the south* at once forgot their political
and national disputes and gathered round the banner of
religion. This is proved by the course of events both
in the reign of Al-Nasir li-Din Allah (300-50 A.H.,
912-61 A.D.) and of Al-Hajib al-Mansur (366-93 A.H.,
976-1001 A,D.) when Islam was most active in chasing
Christian Spain, and captured its furthest and most
impregnable northern forts. Likewise the Berber
tribes crossed to Spain, first under the banner of Al-
moravides and afterwards under that of Almohades, to
save Muslim Spain from the danger of annihilation and
to renew the age of Al~Jihad (religious wars), and at
the same time to acquire the legacy of the Oniayyad
Dynasty. This new Muslim outburst alarmed the
Christian principalities and inspired them with a new
wave of religious fanaticism. They therefore appealed,
in the name of religion, to their Christian neighbours,